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LANGUAGE CULTURE

ON TWO WAYS OF ADDRESSING WOMEN AND MEN
IN BULGARIAN FORMAL COMMUNICATION
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The article examines the use of two established forms of address for groups compri-
sing both men and women in formal Bulgarian communication. It presents data on the
frequency of their use during parliamentary sessions. The study discusses the meanings
of the two forms, as well as their correctness and appropriateness.

Keywords: etiquette; terms of address; style

REFERENCES

Curelariu 2008: Curelariu, V. Attracting the Audience’s Benevolence: Introductory
Formulas in Political Speeches. — ANADISS, 3, N 5, pp. 35-50.

Dzhonova 2016: Dzhonova, M. Za obrashteniyata v ofitsialnata ustna rech. — Proble-
mi na ustnata komunikatsiya, 10, N 2, s. 42-53.

Erjavec et al. 2025: Erjavec, T. et al. Linguistically Annotated Multilingual Compa-
rable Corpora of Parliamentary Debates ParlaMint.Ana 5.0. <http://hdl.handle.
net/11356/2005>.

Konstantinova 2017: Konstantinova, D. Obrashteniyata i tituluvaneto v delovata ko-
respondentsiya v balgarskiya i slovashkiya ezik. — Romanoslavica, L1II, N 3,
pp. 131-135.

Mihaljevi¢ et al. 2022: Mihaljevié, A., J. Mihaljevi¢, M. Mihaljevi¢. Speaking About
People of Non-Binary Sex/Gender in Croatian. — Collegium Antropologicum, 46,
Ne 3, pp. 175-185. <https://doi.org/10.5671/ca.46.3.1>.

Panteleeva 1994: Panteleeva, H. Gramatika na vezhlivata rech. Sofia, Nauka i izkust-
vo.

© ALEXANDER GEORGIEV, 2026

This open access article of journal “Balgarski ezik” (“Bulgarian Language”) is published under
the terms of Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Public License (Attribution-NonCom-
mercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International — CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0).



Alexander Georgiev

Panteleeva 1995: Panteleeva, H. Po-dobre ,,gospozhi i gospoda®, otkolkoto ,,dami i
gospoda“. — Balgarski ezik, XLV, N 5-6, s. 513-514.

Tenev 2024: Tenev, I. Novi upotrebi na feminativite dama, gospozha, zhena i dame,
frue, kvinne v balgarskiya i norvezhkiya ezik. — Sapostavitelno ezikoznanie, N 1,
S. 5-35. <https://doi.org/10.60056/SE.2024.1.5-35>.

Tsankov 2023: Tsankov, K. Balgarskiyat rechev etiket. V. Tarnovo, IK Znak’94.

DA Assist. Prof. Dr. Alexander Georgiev

ORCID ID: 0000-0002-4568-7681

Department of Modern Bulgarian Language

Institute for Bulgarian Language, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
52 Shipchenski prohod, Bl. 17, 1113 Sofia, Bulgaria



